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OUR 5 YEAR STRATEGY 
2016-2021



Welcome
This booklet summarises Girlguiding North West England's plan for the next 
five years from 2016 through to 2021. It has been put together by our lead 
volunteers and advisers and has been aligned with the national Girlguiding 
“Being our Best” plan.  Throughout this booklet you will see our key aims 
which we endeavour to deliver under the strands of Excellence, Access, 
Voice and Capacity.

We are really looking forward to watching our Region grow and to offering a 
wide range of events and challenges to our members, whatever their age.

- Region Chief Commissioners



Commitment

Our commitment to girls

By 2021, we will empower more girls to find 
their voice and be their best through high-
quality, girl-led programmes delivered by 
inspirational Leaders.

Our Vision 
An equal world where all girls can make a positive 
difference, be happy, safe and fulfil their potential.

Our Values
Caring Challenging Empowering Fun Inclusive Inspiring



About Us...

Girlguiding North West England is made up of 17 
counties which cover 24 local authorities.

We provide a fun and exciting girl-only space from the 
top of Cumbria, right down to the bottom of Cheshire, 
across to the Pennines and then over the water to the 
Isle of Man.

About Us
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Each year...

We support around 850 young women in 
leadership roles.

Provide around 50 young women with 
international adventures.

Offer amazing opportunities such as 
breaking world records with over 2000 
Brownies.



Rainbows   5 - 7 years 
Rainbows is all about developing self-confidence, building friends, 
learning new things and having fun. 

Girls get their hands dirty with arts and crafts, trying out cooking 
and playing games. Rainbows is all about learning by doing.

Brownies   7 - 10 years 
Through regular meetings, special events, day trips, sleepovers, 
camps and holidays, Brownies learn new hobbies, play music, 
explore other cultures and get adventureous outdoors.

Awards
Each of the sections has its own 
exciting programme and awards 
scheme. 

Older girls learn valuable skills 
when undertaking their DofE, 
Queen’s Guide, Leadership 
Qualification and other awards. 



Guides    10 - 14 years 
Members take part in a wide range of exciting activities at their 
regular meetings, and at special events or holdiays. Girls can get 
involved in anything from adventure sports to performing arts, 
travel and taking part in community action projects.

The Senior Section   14 - 25 years 
Members of The Senior Section can choose from a wide range 
of unique and exciting opportunities, including travel in the 
UK and around the world, volunteering with younger girls 
within Girlguiding as a Mentor or Leader, and working towards 
valuable qualifications.

Each of the sections has its own 
exciting programme and awards 
scheme. 

Older girls learn valuable skills 
when undertaking their DofE, 
Queen’s Guide, Leadership 
Qualification and other awards. 



Excellence
“Girlguiding has provided me with unique 
skills which have given me the confidence 

to attend international events.”
 - Becky, Rainbow Leader and International Adviser



• Supporting all our volunteers to be inspirational leaders

• Increasing participation in awards to develop the skills of 
our future leaders 

• Through delivery of high quality events 

• By offering international opportunities for young members

• By working with external partners to strengthen our 
programme 

We help our members to meet our key aims by:



Access
“Being a brownie, is about being kind, helpful, 
and nice to others around you. It’s about making 

friends and having fun.”
- Ellie, Brownie



• Having a presence at a wide variety of events to increase and 
broaden the diversity of our membership

• Through innovative models of training delivery 

• Supporting Guiding opportunities for members from all 
background and abilities 

• Promoting and supporting role sharing at all levels 

• Using our Membership Systems to plan strategically

We help our members to meet our key aims by:



Voice
“Girlguiding has given me confidence to use my 
voice, and empowered me to speak out about 

issues that are important to me”
- Olivia, Senior Section member and Advocate



• Providing regular and open opportunities for consultation and 
feedback across our entire membership

• Providing and supporting opportunities for youth forums at all 
levels 

• Showcasing positive stories of our young members and volunteers 

• Providing media training for volunteers to increase the impact of 
our stories

• Supporting opportunities for youth engagement externally 

We help our members to meet our key aims by:



Capacity
“Guides helps me understand things and grow.  

I love the fun and adventure involved.”
- Amy, Guide



• Providing appropriate staff to support volunteers

• Providing support and training for Membership Systems

• Ensuring effective governance structures and decision-
making processes are in place

• Providing high quality and accessible training 
opportunities focused on adventure and challenge

• Developing the skills of leaders to take on additional 
roles

We help our members to meet our key aims by:



Contact Details

www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk

01772 791947

Girlguiding North West England, 
Guiding Road, Preston, PR2 5PD

/GirlguidingNorthWestEngland

@Girlguiding_NWE


