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Guide and Senior Section Environment Challenge 

We are celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the birth of Beatrix Potter. Whilst Beatrix is famous for her work as an author 
and talented artist, she was also a woman ahead of her time! She was heavily involved and interested in farming and 
conservation work. She donated land to the National Trust and was a keen Herdwick sheep breeder. 

The National Trust is committed to preserving countryside and outdoor spaces. They currently look after a number of 
places related to Beatrix Potter, including Hill Top; Beatrix’s home in the Lake District. 

To celebrate Beatrix Potter’s 150th anniversary we have developed a challenge in association with the National Trust to 
celebrate the great outdoors. 

Guides will need to complete three of the seven challenges below and Senior Section members will need to complete 
four. You will need to send in photographs as proof. This challenge can be completed individually over the summer, or 
incorporated into a unit meeting. 

We will be completing a prize draw with everyone who has taken part in the challenge. The prize is a £50 voucher to 
use in the Girlguiding NWE shop. Everyone taking part will have the chance to buy a commemorative badge* please see 
details below for more information. 

Remember to read the instructions carefully, and good luck!  

If you want more information about National Trust, please visit their website at www.nationaltrust.org.uk

1. Peter Rabbit Photobomb 

Visit a National Trust house, garden or countryside site this summer, and find out about all the great work that they 
complete in looking after the British countryside. 

Whilst you’re at the National Trust site, cut out the Peter Rabbit template below, and take a photograph with Peter. 
Challenge yourself to get a photo of Peter in a unusual or interesting location. 

Senior Section, take it further. Why not visit one of the National Trust sites connected to 
Beatrix Potter such as Hill Top, or Wray Castle.

2. Get Back to Nature! 

Beatrix Potter loved the countryside and all things nature! 

Get outdoors and explore your local area. Can you identify five different types of trees, five 
different wild flowers or go on an a fungus foray? Document your adventure and send in 
a photograph of what you got up to. 

Senior Section, take it further. Why not look at taking your camp permit or organising a day 
out with your group?

3. Plant it, Grow it, Eat it 

Just like Mr McGregor’s garden, try growing your own food to eat and cook. 

This could be as simple as growing cress in an eggshell on your windowsill, 
and using it to create a tasty egg and cress sandwich. Other quick and easy 
things to grow are herbs like dill, coriander, mint and parsley or salad items 
such as radishes and rocket.

For more information on growing your own vegetables, have a look online
or borrow a gardening book from your local library.

Senior Section, take it further. Why not try growing potatoes in sacks 
and then cooking them on an open fire! 
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4. Geocache Adventure 

Technology has come a long way since Beatrix’s times, but adventure is still at the heart of this challenge! 

Geocaching is an outdoor activity, where participants use co-ordinates to hide and seek ‘geocaches’. A typical ‘geocache’ 
is a small waterproof container with a log-book inside, so people can sign their name once they have found it. 

There are millions of geocaches within the UK, take a look at their website to find a geocache near you. 

Why not go the extra mile and add your own Girlguiding related geocache - www.geocaching.com/

Senior Section, take it further. There are lots of geocaches hidden on National Trust sites, so see if you can find one 
when completing the Peter Rabbit Photobomb challenge.

5. Grow a Wild Garden 

We all know that Beatrix loved the outdoors, and loved to paint different plants and flowers. 

We want you to get online and research how to attract bees, butterflies and other insects into your garden. To start you 
off we would recommend Aster, Coreopsis, and Dahlia. 

Once you have done your research try planting planting these, either at home or by creating a community garden and 
keep a record of how much wildlife they attract. 

6. Make an Animal Home or a Bug Hotel

The National Trust is committed to looking after nature. One thing that you can do in your back garden is to encourage 

more animals and insects to visit it by creating habitats or ‘homes’ for them. Using items from the garden such as moss, 
twigs or stones try making an insect hotel, a hedgehog home for Mrs Tiggy-Winkle or even a frog dwelling for Jeremy 
Fisher. 

7. Conservation Research  

On her farms in the Lake District, Beatrix Potter, along with her shepherd Tom Storey, bred Herdwick Sheep. At the 
time these were a threatened native breed and Beatrix Potter understood the importance of preserving this aspect of 
countryside heritage. Through her hard work she then went on to be the first elected female President of the Herdwick 
Sheep Breeders’ Association in 1943.

There are many animals that are native to Britain, some of which are threatened or endangered. Research one or more 
of endangered native breeds and what is being done to help. Produce a short article, poster or video about the animal 
you have chosen.

8. Entrepreneur 

Beatrix Potter was a successful business woman, and ahead of her time. Peter Rabbit is the world’s oldest licenced 
literary character following Beatrix’s ideas of product development and merchandise to go with her stories. 

Why not develop your entrepreneurial skills and sell your fruit or veg that you grew or the bug hotels you made?

Donate the proceeds of your work to your Unit or back to the National Trust.
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T&Cs 
1. This competition is open to all Guides and Senior Section Members within the UK, who are still within a unit on the closing date 

(31/10/2016)  

2. This is an independent challenge that girls can complete by themselves over summer, or it can be incorporated as part of a Unit meeting 

3. The competition closes on Mon 31st October at 2pm, all entries received after this will not be included

4. Please send the completed picture and entry form by post to Girlguiding North West England, Guiding Road, Preston, PR2 5PD

5. Please note that we reserve the right to use the artwork produced in any publication material

6. One entry per participant 

7. The decision of the judges is final

Entry Form 

Name:

D O B: 

Unit: 

Membership No. :

Family Telephone No. :

Address:

Email:

Did you complete this individually or as part of a unit? 

*Would you like to buy a commemorative badge? 

Number of badges (£1 each)

Please send a cheque to ‘The Guide Association NWE’ 
for £1 per badge plus postage. (1-20 badges add £1.20, 20+ badges add £1.70)
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Yes No


